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Lafayette

Civic News
Public Meetings

City Council

Monday, April 14, 7 p.m.
Monday, April 28, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Planning Commission
Monday, April 21, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Design Review

Monday, April 14, 7 p.m.
Monday, April 28, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,

Arts & Science Discovery Center,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements

City of Lafayette:
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us

Phone: (925) 284-1968
Chamber of Commerce:
www.lafayettechamber.org

School Board Meetings
Acalanes Union High School District
Wednesday, April 16, 7:30 p.m.
AUHSD Board Room at 1212
Pleasant Hill Road, Lafayette
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us

Lafayette School District
Wednesday, April 9, 7 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
Stanley Library

3477 School St., Lafayette
www.lafsd.k12.ca.us

Share your thoughts, insights
and opinions with your
ommunity.

Send a letter to the editor:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com

Thank you for recycling
this paper. Itis printed
on at least 50% recycled
material and vegetable
based ink and should be
recycled again.

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

www.lamorindaweekly.com

£ 925-377-0977

Wednesday, April 9, 2014

Setting the Stage
for Success!

Proud to offer complimentary
professional staging on every listing...

Let our 2 full-time stagers and
2 warehouses chalked full of inventory
increase your sales price!!!

CHRISTIE'S
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DanaGreenTeam.com | 925.339.1918

|

Dana Green
License #: 01482454

Spacious Dog Park Proposed on Deer Hill

By Cathy Tyson

View of the abandoned red house on Deer Hill Road where the Alternative Plan dog park could be located - if the

revised Terraces project is approved.

Ithough “Alternative Plan” doc-

uments of the redesigned Ter-
races of Lafayette housing project are
still being reviewed by the city, there
has been some discussion about the
size and location of the proposed dog
park that was part of the amenity
package for this new plan. Back in
January, the City Council approved a
Process Agreement that provides for
an expedited review process of the
smaller version of the “Terraces”
which calls for 45 homes clustered to-
gether, compared to the original 315-
unit plan, on the 22-acre parcel.

The unique alternative plan in-
cluded a soccer field, tot lot, parking
area and bicycle pathway, as well as
a dog park. It was determined with
input from Parks, Trails and Recre-
ation and dog park representatives
that the available space for the pro-
posed dog park was too small, due to
constraints from proposed homes and
the popular sports field.

Several off-site locations were ex-
plored and all but one was dismissed.
“There is a beautiful piece of property
across the street from the project. It
has large trees and a gently sloping
area that dogs could easily play on,”

said project manager Dave Baker.

The developer of the proposed
project, O’Brien Land Company, has
negotiated with the owner of the po-
tential dog park parcel, the Anna
Maria Dettmer Trust, which is also
the owner of the Terraces parcel; for
an option on the 4-acre property.
Drivers on Deer Hill Road can easily
spot the alternate location of the pro-
posed dog park by the abandoned red
house on the site, just below the crest
of the hill. Neighbors on either side
were amenable as long as certain con-
ditions were met.

The Parks, Trails and Recreation
Commission has been researching the
need and feasibility of creating a dog
park in Lafayette since January of
2001. Guidelines were determined
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that year that spelled out the parame-
ters of an appropriate dog park. For-
mer Mayor Ivor Samson and his wife
Sharon formed the Lafayette Dog
Owners Group, or LDOG, during this
process, officially organizing as a
non-profit in 2007, and started an
email list of dog park supporters. “At
that time there were over 3,000 dogs
licensed in Lafayette,” said Sharon
Samson. She explained that because
the Terraces development is still in the
planning process, “it would be prema-
ture for LDOG to begin fundraising
until the project has moved further
along in the regulatory process.”
During the many year search, “It
seemed like finding a suitable site was
going to be very difficult, if not im-
possible, so you can imagine how sur-

prised the PTR Commission and staff
were when the ‘Deerhill Park Devel-
opment’ (also known as the Terraces)
included a dog park as one of the pro-
posed park amenities,” said Jennifer
Russell, parks, trails and recreation di-
rector. “Unfortunately, the overall
park space wasn’t large enough to ac-
commodate all of the new features
which led to the developer proposing
an area north of the proposed home
sites. This area would include a ded-
icated parking lot for dog owners and
a 1.5 acre area for the dogs to romp
and play. The site also has stupendous
views of Mount Diablo and the sur-
rounding hills as well as a potential
picnic site under a huge bay tree.”

“The problem is that the new lo-
cation, much larger size as well as
having its own parking lot, made the
park much more expensive than the
original $100,000 allowance for the
dog park. Consequently, we are offer-
ing just the bare bones,” said Baker. “1
believe we are very fortunate that
there were so many parties willing to
work toward a solution. Especially
when you consider that various groups
have been trying for over 10 years to
get a dog park in Lafayette.”

If the alternate dog park is ap-
proved, the Parks, Trails and Recre-
ation department has pledged to work
with local dog owners to raise funds
for dog park amenities to create a
unique destination for our local dogs
and their owners, said Russell. The
Lafayette Dog Owners Group can be
reached at lafayettedog@gmail.com.

Alarms 25
911 calls 17
Auto Burglary

3200 Mt Diablo Bl

Safeway

Pleasant Hill Rd/Springhill Rd
Residential Burglary

1100 block Laurel Dr

10 block Old Millstone Ln

Commercial Burglary

900 block Moraga Rd (2)
Disturbing the Peace

900 block Almanor Ln

Diablo Foods
DUI misdemeanor

Olympic Oaks Dr/Olympic Bl

Mt Diablo Bl/Willow
Grand Theft

2nd StMt Diablo Bl

400 block St Mary’s Rd

3400 block McEllen
Health & Safety

Hwy 24
Hit & Run

St Mary’s Rd

3700 block Mt Diablo Bl
Mentally Ill Commit

Moraga Bl

Sunset Lp

Miller Dr

S. Lucille
Misdemeanor

CVS Pharmacy

Chase Bank lot

1600 block Rancho del Hambre

Lafayette Police
Department
Incident Summary
Report, March 16-29

Panhandling

Trader Joe’s
Promiscuous Shooting

3900 block Woodside Ct
Public Nuisance

600 block Huntleigh

Rohrer Dr/St Mary’s Rd

3500 block Mt Diablo Bl
Reckless Driving

Moraga Rd/Hamlin

Crofton Ct/Lancaster Dr

Moraga Rd/School St

Hwy 24/Pleasant Hill Rd

St Mary’s Rd/Driftwood Dr
Speeding

4200 block El Nido Ranch Rd
Suspicious Circum. 19
Suspicious Vehicle 13
Suspicious Subject 12
Trespass

2900 block Rohrer Dr
Under the Influence

Mt Diablo Bl/Moraga Rd
Vandalism

Brook St/Moraga Rd

10 block Gilmore Ct

Lafayette Library (2)

100 block Peaceful Ln
Vehicle Theft

Mt Diablo/Oak Hill
Warrant

Deerhill/N Thompson

Hwy 24/Acalanes

SATURDAY,
APRIL 12

DOG PARADE

ACTIVITIES
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